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G r a d u a t e s , Mr. P r e s i d e n t , f a c u l t y members, f r i e n d s and 

f a m i l i e s o f the g r a d u a t e s who have done so much o f s a c r i f i c e , so 

much to make t h i s p o s s i b l e . 

Today i s the g r e a t e s t day o f my l i f e . 

And, Mr. P r e s i d e n t , you have c e r t a i n l y h e l p e d t o make i t 

t h a t way. I a p p r e c i a t e i t so much to g e t t o come here and g e t t o 

t a l k to a g r a d u a t i n g c l a s s a t the Ohio S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y , t h e 

g r e a t , g r e a t u n i v e r s i t y t h a t you and I have. And i f I don't do a 

good j o b today i t ' l l be because I c l u t c h e d and you don't v e r y 

o f t e n do t h a t i n a c o n t e s t . But I am so g r a t e f u l and so 

a p p r e c i a t i v e t o be here today I c a n ' t t e l l you how much. 

I would l i k e t o s t a r t out w i t h something I have used w i t h 

a l m o s t e v e r y speech and t h a t i s , p a y i n g f o r w a r d , p a y i n g f o r w a r d . 

And t h a t i s t h e t h i n g t h a t you f o l k s w i t h your g r e a t e d u c a t i o n 

from here can do f o r the r e s t o f your l i f e . 

I was so happy t h e o t h e r day when I saw i n t h e paper about 

J i m Lachey who p l a y e d h e r e a year ago and comes back a f t e r one 

ye a r o f p r o f e s s i o n a l f o o t b a l l t o g i v e a g i f t t o the u n i v e r s i t y i n 

s i x f i g u r e s , i n s i x f i g u r e s . And what he s a i d was, " I r e c e i v e d a 

g r e a t e d u c a t i o n h e r e and I g o t to p l a y g r e a t f o o t b a l l under Coach 

Bruce and under a g r e a t f o o t b a l l system h e r e , " and he s a i d , " I 

want to h e l p some o t h e r y o u n g s t e r to do t h e same t h i n g . " I f you 

take t h a t a t t i t u d e toward l i f e , t h a t you're g o i n g t o pay f o r w a r d , 

because so seldom can we pay back because t h o s e , your p a r e n t s and 
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t h o s e p e o p l e w i l l be gone, but you do want t o pay. Emerson had 

something to say about t h a t . He s a i d , " You can pay back o n l y 

seldom." But he s a i d , "You can always pay f o r w a r d and you must 

pay l i n e f o r l i n e , deed f o r deed, and c e n t f o r c e n t . " He s a i d , 

"Beware o f too much good a c c u m u l a t i n g i n your palm o r i t w i l l 

f a s t c o r r u p t . " That was Emerson's a t t i t u d e and no one put i t 

b e t t e r than he d i d . 

And I m i g h t . m e n t i o n a c o u p l e o f p e o p l e , J i m Lachey i s one, 

who a r e a l r e a d y p a y i n g f o r w a r d . Two weeks ago i n M i c h i g a n a 

former f o o t b a l l p l a y e r o f o u r s from New P h i l a d e l p h i a passed away 

i n h i s 60s. He had been i n the M a r i n e Corps d u r i n g t h e war and 

on Okinawa t h e r e were o n l y 30 from h i s o u t f i t t h a t s u r v i v e d . And 

a c t u a l l y t h a t made a d i f f e r e n c e on him. Because he came back t o 

c o a c h i n g — h e was a g r e a t c o a c h — h i s name was Jack C a s t i g n o l a . He 

s e n t h i s son h e r e as one o f our q u a r t e r b a c k s . An J a c k C a s t i g n o l a 

won n i n e c h a m p i o n s h i p u n d e f e a t e d s e a s o n s . But he d i d something 

b i g g e r . Of t h e hundreds he had on h i s squads o f f o o t b a l l 

p l a y e r s , 126 went on to c o l l e g e . 126 p l a y e r s went on t o c o l l e g e 

and t h a t was h i s way o f p a y i n g f o r w a r d . 

We had a g r e a t dean o f a g r i c u l t u r e here by the name of Roy 

Kottmann, who r e t i r e d a c o u p l e o f y e a r s ago. And a t h i s 

r e t i r e m e n t , he and I were h a v i n g l u n c h one day i n the F a c u l t y 

C l u b and I s a i d , "Roy, how d i d you happen t o go to Iowa S t a t e ? " 

"Oh," he s a i d , " I was working back i n t h e d e p r e s s i o n f o r $1.50 a 

day pumping gas and I c o u l d n ' t save any money." But he s a i d an 

o l d man i n t h a t community i n Iowa came to him and s a i d , "Roy, i f 

you w i l l go to Iowa S t a t e , I ' l l pay your t u i t i o n . " So he s a i d , 
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" I went t o Iowa S t a t e , worked f o r my room and board and 

g r a d u a t e d , went i n t o s e r v i c e , came back, g o t my m a s t e r s and my 

d o c t o r s , went t o West V i r g i n i a as dean o f t h e i r ag c o l l e g e , " and 

then he s a i d he came t o Ohio S t a t e . And he was here 23 y e a r s . 

In t hose 23 y e a r s he v i r t u a l l y d o u b l e d food p r o d u c t i o n i n Ohio. 

On t o p o f t h a t he g r a d u a t e d thousands o f y o u n g s t e r s . On top o f 

t h a t he h e l p e d t o f e e d hungry mouths a l l over the w o r l d . A l l 

because t h a t o l d man back i n Iowa s a i d , "Roy, i f y o u ' l l go t o 

Iowa S t a t e , I ' l l pay your t u i t i o n . " T h a t ' s p a y i n g f o r w a r d . 

You know, I might g i v e you a l i t t l e a d v i c e t o d a y . I ' l l t r y 

not t o g i v e too much, j u s t a l i t t l e b i t . One t h i n g you cannot 

a f f o r d to ever d o — t h a t ' s t o f e e l s o r r y f o r y o u r s e l f . You c a n ' t 

do i t . You c a n n o t f e e l s o r r y f o r y o u r s e l f because t h a t ' s what 

l e a d s t o d r u g s , what l e a d s to a l c o h o l , to t h o s e t h i n g s t h a t t e a r 

you a p a r t . And i n f o o t b a l l we always s a i d t h a t , " H e l l , t h a t 

o t h e r team c a n ' t b e a t us. We have t o be s u r e t h a t we don't b e a t 

o u r s e l v e s . " And t h a t ' s what a p e r s o n has t o do, t o o — m a k e s u r e 

t h e y don't beat t h e m s e l v e s . And i t t a k e s an a w f u l b i g man t o 

b e a t you. 

So many t i m e s you have found here a t the u n i v e r s i t y ( I ' v e 

found i t a l l the way t h r o u g h c o l l e g e and e v e r y t h i n g e l s e ) , I've 

found p e o p l e s m a r t e r than I was. I found them i n f o o t b a l l 

b i g g e r , t h a t c o u l d run f a s t e r , c o u l d b l o c k h a r d e r . They were 

s m a r t e r p e o p l e t h a n I . But you know what they c o u l d n ' t do? They 

c o u l d n ' t out-work me. They c o u l d n ' t out-work me. And I ran i n t o 

coaches I coached a g a i n s t who had a much b e t t e r background than I 

d i d , knew a l o t more f o o t b a l l than I d i d , but t h e y c o u l d n ' t work 



as l o n g as I c o u l d . They c o u l d n ' t s t i c k i n t h e r e as l o n g as I 

c o u l d . Because my h e a l t h was good. I was g i v e n good h e a l t h . I 

had a w o n d e r f u l w i f e who would put up w i t h t h a t . She a l l o w e d me 

to s t a y and work. 

And I had a g r e a t , g r e a t a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h my c o a c h e s . There 

was no one who ever had b e t t e r p e o p l e than I d i d . Or b e t t e r 

f o o t b a l l p l a y e r s and we out-worked them. The o n l y way we would 

g e t b eat was i f we g o t a l i t t l e f a t h e a d e d , i f we d i d n ' t t r a i n 

r i g h t , i f we had d i s s e n t i o n on the squad, i f we d i d n ' t r e c o g n i z e 

our purpose i n l i f e . Those are the p e o p l e you win w i t h . 

Now, Mr. B a r t h a l o w , excuse me f o r ending t h a t s e n t e n c e w i t h 

a p r e p o s i t i o n . 

Mr. B a r t h a l o w , i n j u n i o r h i g h , was my h i s t o r y and E n g l i s h 

t e a c h e r . Guess what I majored i n when I went t o c o l l e g e . 

H i s t o r y and E n g l i s h . He,was the b e s t t e a c h e r I ever had and I am 

so honored t o have him here t o d a y . And t o have my s i s t e r and my 

w i f e and t h o s e p e o p l e here j u s t t h e same as yo u ' r e happy t o have 

your p a r e n t s h e r e today who have meant so much to you because a 

f a m i l y l i f e i s u n b e l i e v a b l e . I t ' s u n b e l i e v a b l e . 

L a s t summer I was up a t W o r t h i n g t o n S t e e l a t a b i g p a r t y and 

they g o t me a c h a i r and they s e t me down and here e l e v e n o f our 

former f o o t b a l l p l a y e r s l i n e d up t h e r e and I took a l o o k a t a l l 

of them. And do you know what they a l l had i n common? They had 

a l l been m a r r i e d once. Once. And they a l l had c h i l d r e n by t h a t 

w i f e . And do you know where most o f those w i v e s came from? 

R i g h t here a t t h i s g r e a t u n i v e r s i t y . R i g h t h e r e . But t h a t i s so 

i m p o r t a n t . You w i l l f i n d men who are s u c c e s s f u l . Get m a r r i e d 



and s t a y m a r r i e d t o t h a t l a d y . I w o r r y about p e o p l e g e t t i n g 

m a r r i e d l a t e r . And I t a l k t o g i r l s and t h e y s a y , " W e l l , I d o n ' t 

t h i n k I want t o have c h i l d r e n . " You know what I s a y t o them? 

"How d i d you g e t h e r e ? " But t h a t f a m i l y i s so enormously 

i m p o r t a n t . 

I'm g o i n g t o t e l l a s t o r y I s h o u l d n ' t t e l l . But I'm g o i n g 

to t e l l i t about t h e g r e a t e s t g r a d u a t e i n your u n i v e r s i t y r i g h t 

now. R i g h t now. About a Rhodes S c h o l a r w i n n e r , Mike Lanese. I 

asked h i s mother over a week ago, I s a i d , "When d i d you r e a l i z e 

t h i s young man was g o i n g to be o u t s t a n d i n g ? " She s a i d , "When I 

was c a r r y i n g him." And she s a i d , "When I would t e l l p e o p l e t h a t 

when I was c a r r y i n g him, t h e y would l a u g h . " They don't l a u g h 

now. They don't l a u g h now. I t a l k e d to h i s dad. I s a i d , "When 

d i d you know he was g o i n g to be a g r e a t a t h l e t e ? " He s a i d , 

" W e l l , by t h e t i m e he was i n the s e v e n t h grade he was coming 

along p h y s i c a l l y . You c o u l d t e l l he was g o i n g t o be a good one. 

But," he s a i d , " I found out something e l s e when he was i n t h e 

s e v e n t h g r a d e . " He s a i d , " I found out he was l i s t e n i n g t o h i s 

c o a c h i n g i n s t r u c t i o n and the i n s t r u c t i o n we gave him." The r e ' s 

your good f a m i l y . As I s a y , w i t h good p e o p l e , and t h i s goes a l l 

the way back t o my grandmother and a l l the way down t h e l i n e , she 

d i d n ' t t e l l my dad, "Now you go to the s t u d y t a b l e . " No, no. 

She s a i d , " I ' l l meet you a t the s t u d y t a b l e . " And t h a t ' s where 

your good p a r e n t s and your good t e a c h e r s a r e . H e l l , t h e y ' r e 

t a l k i n g now about a l l o f t h i s t u t o r i n g you need f o r a t h l e t e s . We 

were do i n g t h a t 35 y e a r s ago. S u r e , because I d i d n ' t send t h o s e 

f o o t b a l l p l a y e r s to t h e s t u d y t a b l e . I met them a t t h e s t u d y 
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t a b l e . And I c o u l d t u t o r h i s t o r y as w e l l as anybody, t h a n k s t o 

t h a t man up t h e r e . Yeh. But I c o u l d . 

But when you d e a l w i t h y o u n g s t e r s , when you g e t i n t o j o b s o f 

any k i n d , don't send p e o p l e to do i t . Meet them t h e r e and h e l p 

them do i t . And y o u ' l l be amazed how i t works. Yeh. 

And the o t h e r t h i n g I mentioned. You can out-work anybody. 

Try i t and y o u ' l l f i n d o ut you can do i t . 

You know, i n f o o t b a l l we do l e a r n some w o n d e r f u l , w o n d e r f u l 

t h i n g s . And one o f them i s t h i s . When you g e t knocked down, 

which i s p l e n t y o f t e n , you g e t r i g h t up i n a h u r r y , j u s t as 

q u i c k l y as you c a n . Then, number two, do you know what to do? 

You p r o b a b l y need more s t r e n g t h . Do you know where you g e t i t ? 

You g e t i t i n the h u d d l e . You g e t i t by g o i n g back and g e t t i n g a 

new p l a y and r u n n i n g t h a t same p l a y t o g e t h e r . That " t o g e t h e r " i s 

the t h i n g t h a t g i v e s you t h e b u i l d u p t o g e t ready t o go a g a i n . 

And i n your 1 i f e t iraes how we11 you can work w i t h p e o p l e w i l l 

depend on how q u i c k l y you g e t back t o 'em and g e t t o g e t h e r . 

And number t h r e e i n f o o t b a l l , y o u ' l l f i n d o u t , t h e r e ' s 

n o t h i n g t h a t comes easy t h a t ' s worth a dime. There'e n o t h i n g 

t h a t comes easy t h a t ' s w o r t h a d ime. A s a m a t t e r of f a c t , I 

never saw a f o o t b a l l p l a y e r make a t a c k l e w i t h a s m i l e on h i s 

f a c e . Never. 

A l l r i g h t , t h e r e ' s one more t h i n g I want to g e t i n t o and 

then I w i l l l e t you g e t g r a d u a t e d . I know you want t o do t h a t . 

T h a t ' s what you came to c o l l e g e f o r . T h a t ' s what you p a r e n t s 

s e n t you to c o l l e g e f o r - ~ O h , excuse me, Mr. B a r t h a l o w , a g a i n , f o r 

t h a t d a n g l i n g p r e p o s i t i o n . 
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But we've had a g r e a t , g r e a t h e r i t a g e . And so many t i m e s 

we've been so l u c k y you c a n ' t b e l i e v e i t . The odds a g a i n s t us 

were u n b e l i e v a b l e . The b a t t l e o f S a l a m i s f i v e hundred y e a r s 

b e f o r e the b i r t h o f C h r i s t back i n Greece i n which t h e P e r s i a n s 

were t h e r e to conquer Greece and burned Athens down. The o l d men 

and o l d women and t h e c h i l d r e n were o v e r on t h e beachhead a t 

S a l a m i s . And the P e r s i a n s came i n to whip them. But t h e G r eeks 

had been g e t t i n g r e a d y f o r ten y e a r s . They had d i s c o v e r e d s i l v e r 

on Mt. Laurium. And t h e y had taken t h a t s i l v e r to h e l p them make 

good s h i p s s m a l l , s h i p s t h a t c o u l d move. And t h e y c o a x e d , t h e y 

mousetrapped t h o s e P e r s i a n s i n t o the Bay o f S a l a m i s . And then 

t h e y a t t a c k e d them w i t h t h e i r m e t a l prows on t h e i r s h i p s . They 

b u s t e d i n t o 'em. Th P e r s i a n s c o u l d n ' t g e t out o f the way. They 

were too awkward i n the i r b i g t r o o p - c ar r y i ng s h i p s and i n one 

day, t h e y sank t h e P e r s i a n f l e e t and drove them out of t h e g u l f 

and a l l the way back to P e r s i a . They d r o v e them back. 

And then t h e G r eeks g o t busy. And you know what t h e y d i d ? 

They went over and r e b u i l t t h e i r c i t y and d e c i d e d t h e y needed a 

new t y p e o f government. They even had a name f o r i t . 

De-mo-cra-tos. D i d you ever hear o f dem-mo-cra-tos? P e o p l e 

r u l e . P e o p l e r u l e . That was t h e b e g i n n i n g o f democracy. R i g h t 

t h e r e on the Bay of S a l amis i s where we g o t t h i s g r e a t t h i n g we 

have today. 

To g i v e you an a p p r e c i a t i o n o f t h i s de-mo-cra-tus h e r e , a 

few y e a r s ago t h e mayor of S t u t t g a r t , Germany was here and I 

i n t e r v i e w e d him on t e l e v i s i o n down h e r e . He was the son o f t h e 

g r e a t g e n e r a l d u r i n g t h e war—Rommel. And I s a i d to him. I 


